London Potters Guild Newsletter

London
Potters

( )Gmld

January 2010

Vol. 27, No. 3

(519) 434-1664

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My, oh my, things are really
“hopping” at our Clay Art Center,
so much so that it is difficult to
know where to begin. Certainly a
good place to start is with our
Fall Sale, the most successful of
our sales EVER. What a great
accomplishment. Thanks to Beth
and the entire sale committee for
tackling this event in our new
home. | was amazed at how
efficiently everything ran from
clearing the floor for the sale, to
the sale itself, and the final clean
up. Congratulations.

Days after the sale the store was
open for business at the front of
the Center. Genet and her
committee did wonders

with cleaning and setting up the
shelves, jurying and displaying
the pottery, and devising a system
to track it all.

Before Christmas, | was lucky
enough to have time to visit the
Center quite a bit. What
impresses me is how clean and
well organized it is. We held two
drop in sessions for the public,

the first being more successful
than the second. That was a lot of
fun, and effortless too because
everything was easy to find.
While we were managing the
drop in, members used their
space to make creations for the
store, next sale, and themselves.
How rewarding to see our Center
full of activities. It is also nice to
see how well the new kilns are
working. To Gene, Chris, Teresa
and all those who devote time to
the studio: a big thank you.

Cheryl Radford, our
administrative assistant, is busy
setting up the office systems
necessary to operate the building
efficiently. While the store was
open during the week she worked
during store hours, now that the
store is only open on weekends
she will be there earlier on
Mondays and Tuesdays.

Fall and winter was an extremely
busy time for our Treasurer Laila
Costello, the sale, the store, the
audit and the GST audit. Our
books are in excellent shape
thanks to her. We are very very
fortunate to have our finances in
such capable hands.

We have a change in our
executive, Joey lanni resigned as
secretary. Joey will be missed;
her attention to detail and
promptness at getting the minutes
out were appreciated. Joey
handed her pen over to Elly
Pakalnis, the executive look
forward to working with

Elly. Thanks to Joey for your
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many years of help and to Elly
for filling her shoes.

One of our goals for London’s
Clay Art Center was to have
small studio spaces which
members could rent on a
monthly/yearly basis. Three of
those spaces will be occupied in
the New Year - mission
accomplished.

Whew, all of this and to think
that we have only been in the
building for four months. Most
exciting of all is that we started
2010 on a celebratory note: our
very own Darlene Pratt was
named to the Mayor’'s Honour
Roll. Her dedication to this
project goes back ten years; itis a
well deserved honour. Not many
people are capable of seeing a
project through that length of
time. Congratulations Darlene

I-";' i .j.'t}:‘!q

SEIZE THE CLAY

Happy New Year to you all' 2010
will prove to be another exciting
year for the London Potters Guild



as we work on the next phase of
development of the London Clay
Art Centre.

Firstly, I would like to extend my
congratulations to Beth Turnbull-
Morrish and the Sale Committee
for organizing and running the
most well-attended and
financially successful sale in the
history of the guild! It was
wonderful to see so many people
enjoying the work of the guild’s
many talented clay artists in our
brand new home. The sale will
only continue to grow as people
become aware of who we are and
what we have to offer now that
we have become so much more
visible than ever on the city’s
main thoroughfare.

| regret to report we were not
awarded an Infrastructure
Stimulus Fund grant. But, if you
look at the list of recipients, it
becomes clear the types of
organizations and projects the
Fund were intended to support.
Goodwill Industries, Ronald
McDonald House, The Hutton
House Association for Adults
with Disabilities, The Grand
Theatre, The Ontario Society for
Crippled Children (operating as
Easter Seals Ontario,) and Youth
Opportunities Unlimited (YOU)
for values between $768,750 and
$11.6 million. Each of these
organizations is a worthy
recipient and we wish them well
for the completion of their
projects.

Now, we will have to regroup
and strategize about how best to
approach the remainder of our

renovations. | have every
confidence we will source the
necessary funds to complete all
the planned renovations at 664
Dundas Street. The process will
be longer than it would have been
with the ISF grant, nonetheless it
will come to fruition.

We have been awarded the
Enabling Accessibility Grant
through Human Resources and
Skills Development Canada. This
$50,000 grant will help us pay for
the proposed addition, lift and
staircase to the second floor
thereby making our facility fully
accessible to all members of the
public. The project must begin by
March 12, 2010 and be
completed within one year.
Expect to hear more about this
phase of work in the months to
come.

After that we still have to tackle
restoration of the facade and the
interior of the second floor. If any
of you have connections to
people in the community with an
interest in and capacity to give
toward heritage projects, please
pass along that information for
follow up.

Once again, donations toward our
capital campaign are always
welcome. Cheques should be
made out to The London Potters

Thank you for the congratulations
and thanks to Genet and Jane for
nominating me.

What we have accomplished
together is nothing short of
amazing. I've said that from the
beginning; it's no small feat to
convince the powers that be that
we are a good investment and
that we are capable of managing
such large projects, but we most
certainly have proved that at this
point.

The Seize the Clay committee
has been steadfast in its
commitment to this project in the
face of many years of struggle. |
count 2010 as marking ten years
since we began the conversation
about creating a dedicated clay
art centre in London. A decade of
working toward a vision is a
laudable achievement. I'm sure
many organizations have ideas
and dreams, but what they lack is
a cohesive group of like-minded
people who have the stamina to
see a project through thick and
thin, year after year.

As far as | am concerned, the
Honour is for the guild since it is
this strong group of people who
made the London Clay Art
Centre a reality. LCAC is a

Guild and can be handed to Genet destination that hundreds, dare |

Hodder or Darlene Pratt for
deposit. You can also mail them
to Darlene at 72-900 Pondview
Rd., London, ON N5Z 4L7.

Let the excitement continue!

Arts: Darlene Pratt is the driving
force for the London Clay Art
Centre in the Old East Village,
transforming that 1890s Victorian
building into a state-of-the- art
facility. The new facility is the
only members-owned ceramics
arts centre in Canada.

say thousands, of people will
enjoy for decades to come!
Beyond that, we have
rehabilitated a beautiful building
that is now a cultural and
architectural legacy for the
community.

So congratulations to you all for
believing in something many
dismissed from the get-go. We fit
well with Margaret Mead'’s
famous quote: “A small group of
thoughtful people could change
the world. Indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.”



We will intrepidly pursue the rest

You all know that our Fall Sale
was a huge success. Excellent

of renovations and succeed at that media coverage, an increased

too!

SALE UPDATE

Happy New Year fellow clay
lovers! Have you resolved to
make more pots, try new
techniques, and work on
increasing your profile? | hope
so because the London Potters
Guild needs YOU at our Spring
Sale!

Our Spring Sale this year will
be Friday, April 23, 6-9,
Saturday, April 24, 10-5, and
Sunday April 25 11-4 at the
London Clay Art Centre, 664
Dundas Street.

It's hard to believe Spring is
around the corner, but it's time to
start planning and making new

wares already. Planters and vases

are always a hit when people are
thinking about gardening. The
Sale is just two weeks before
Mothers’ Day: how about a mug
or teapot for mom? And then
there’s wedding season: platters
and big bowls make excellent
one-of-a-kind gifts. Berry bowls
are popular, and how about
goblets?! — Every sale | hear at
least one person asking for
goblets! Use your imagination —
look at your books — get one out
from the library. Or go visit
Jonathon’s. I'm not suggesting
we copy anyone’s work, but |
sure come away inspired every
time 1 visit his gallery!

advertising budget and the hype
of our new building made it the
best attended sale ever. We had
more people on Friday night than
we’ve often had at an entire Sale!
Sales topped totals for both Fall
and Spring combined in past
years! So, let’s hope the trend
continues!

The contract for the Spring Sale
will be sent out in a few weeks,
and as always your entry will be
due on March 31st. In the
meantime, if you have good
guality digital images you would
like to see on the postcard, please
email them to me, of course not
all images can be used, but the
designers always try to be fair
and randomly select images.

Be sure to read your next
newsletter for more details, and at
the April meeting we’ll go over

all the details again. Feel free to
contact myself or a member of
the Sale Committee if you have
and questions or concerns.

As always, | will thank the
committee for their constant
volunteerism: Teresa Ainsworth,
Jane Evans, Ethel Mitrovic, Anne
Pederson, Tracy Robinson, Judy
Sparks, Gene Timpany, Sandy
Wishart and René Wortel. And
thank you to you the members,
because without you there would
be no Sale!

CLASSES

Fight the Winter Blahs!

Classes for the Winter session
will begin the week of January
17, and will run eight weeks. We
have a great line-up of courses
and instructors that will appeal to
adults, teens, and children.

Class registration is now
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underway. We still have lots of
room in the children’s and teens
classes, as well as the parent-
child class. Our Friday parent-
child class is a great way for
families to have fun, an
adaptation of the old adage, “The
family that ‘clays’ together, stays
together!” Also, the afternoon
sessions on Tuesday and
Thursday have spaces available,
so please encourage your friends
or colleagues to consider this way
to fight the winter blahs!

WORKSHOPS
!

Workshop with Scott Barnim

Scott Barnim has been a pot
making potter in Dundas Ontario
for over thirty years. He comes
from a rural background from a
family of craftsmen, and started
his training as an apprentice in a
production studio. During the
mid 1980’'s Scott sub-let his
studio, studying in Cardiff Wales
for a Masters Degree in

Ceramics.

Over the 32 years that Scott has
operated Barnim Pottery, he has
produced several distinct bodies
of work, including an extensive
line of Salt glazed stoneware, the
reduction work that he is
currently recognized for, and
more recently a continuing body
of work in Islamic reduced
pigment Lusterware. Scott
Teaches occasionally, has
exhibited widely, but mostly likes
to stay in his workshop and make



pots. He is a bit amiably hard-
headed that way...

Many people will be familiar

with Scotts highly decorated
reduction work. A number of
years ago he translated his
technique to cone 6 oxidation.
During this weekend participants
will glaze a load of ware to be
fired over the weekend while
Scott discusses and throws

basic shapes from his production,
and talks about what goes into
developing a commercial

line of work. Scott will bring a
number of his pieces to add to the
discussion. Sunday, as the kiln is
cooling, he will complete the
work from the previous day, talk

about the use of press moulds and

the importance of finishing and
how it relates to surface
decoration. This will be followed
by a short slide presentation of
Scotts studio and his Islamic
reduced lustreware. When the
kiln is unloaded there will be a
discussion of the results. This
promises to be an entertaining
and informative weekend!
Register now as space is limited!

Where: The London Clay Art
Centre, 664 Dundas St.,
London, ON.

When: February 27th and 28th
Cost: $80 both days,

$45 one day

Contact: Chris Snedden (519)
476-9433
clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com or
register online at
londonpottersguild .org
Brownbag lunch

The London Potters Guild
gratefully acknowledges the
support of

ROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
T

Inlaid Decoration with Andrea

Vuletin

Sunday March 28, 2009
London Clay Arts Centre, 664
Dundas Street, London, Ontario
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Members: $32.40 plus $5.25
material fee

Non Members: $43.20 plus $5.25

material fee

All fees include GST

All seats are reserved with post
dated cheque or cash payment.

Andrea Vuletin’s work is light
and full of life. Her finely

detailed botanical designs created

using inlay techniques will be

shared with you in this workshop.

Learn from Andrea’s years of
experience with clay and

knowledge gained from a degree

in design.

Please bring: pencils, pin tools,
soft rubber ribs (Andrea likes the
red mud tool ones) and a variety
of brushes (smallish ones
mostly). This technique is best
done on a smooth clay body.
Andrea uses MCS from Tuckers,
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which is cone 6. The guild will
be providing participants with 3
basic colors of stains/under
glazes which can be fired to cone
6.

Please bring your own lunch.
(Restaurants are available in the
area)

STUDIO REPORT
!

Hi all and Happy New Year!

I'm looking forward to another
great year of working with you

all in our new studio! As you
know the new studio has some
great advantages over our
previous situation out on
Churchill Ave., but it also comes
with some greater
responsibilities. For one thing it's
bigger which means there's more
surface area to keep clean.
Housekeeping is really important
in order for us to have the safe
and productive creative
environment we want to work in.
The flow of the work through the
studio has developed naturally
and the placement of the furniture
and tool storage is coming along.
We are doing our best to make all
the bits and bobs that you might
need to make your wonderful
things available! Please use
them...but put them away where
you got them when you're
done...clean.

Thank you to Beth Turnbull-
\Morrish for resealing the
concrete portion of the floor (all
by herself | might add) after the
show. This really makes it easier
to get the dust off of the floor.
Thank you as well to Gene
Timpany for all his hard work
and many many hours he puts
into the running of this studio.
Gene's many contributions are
inestimable and his knowledge,
discipline, and kindness are truly
an asset to this guild. Lastly,
thank you for all the patience you



studio members have shown
while we get the studio up and
running. Your suggestions and
help are always appreciated.

As the working processes are
developing everyone is doing a
pretty good job at tidying up after
themselves, but we can always do
better. Please be sure all the
trimmings are swept up, floors
mopped, and foot pedals, bricks,
and stools are up off of the floor
when you are done. It really helps
not to have to do this sort of thing
when | do the "Big Mop" several
times a week. Thank you in
advance for that.

Please take your towels and
aprons home to wash them.
Fabric traps nasty silica dust
which floats up into the air and
gets breathed in. Not good!

Also please keeps your work
flowing through the process.
Both the "Bisque" and "Finished
Product"” carts are starting to
become piled up! We're bringing
back the "Tag" system to keep
the work flowing. Again: A piece
of paper or "Tag" will be placed
in each piece or group of pieces
on the carts. If the piece is still
sitting there with its tag in it at
the end of the month it will be
considered abandoned and
thrown away, reclaimed or
otherwise disposed of. If you
don't have time to work on it, but
are planning to get back to it,
simply remove the tag and it will
remain where it is. Please dispose
of your tags in the garbage and
don't leave them hanging around
on the shelves or tables.

Below is a list of things that have
been done to improve the
working flow in the studio:

- We've purchased some new
carts to move stuff around on.
They are clearly labeled as to
what should go where so there is
no confusionNote: A few people
have been doing some

experiments with applying low
fire glazes onto the clay before
bisqueing. That's fine, but do
please leave a note that this is so
in order that it be loaded properly
and come out with the result you
want. IE. Not stuck to someone
else's pot.... Thank you to the
people who have been placing
their jewelry/Christmas
ornaments/other sundry small
things on tiles to make it easier
for the kiln loaders to move from
shelf to kiln and back. That really
helps!

- All the press moulds and slump
moulds have been put on the big
rolling rack so that they're not
overflowing the tall shelf they
were on previously. Thank you to
Cathy Roberts for helping me
with that!

- The glaze kitchen has been
organized in such a way that all
the tools and materials necessary
for mixing and testing glazes are
at hand. Thank you to Teresa
Ainsworth for helping me with
that.

- Clay purchases are to be made
from the pile under the slab
roller. Please don't take clay from
the loading bay. Remember to
sign out the appropriate
numbered box and indicate how
you have paid for it on the sheet.
We now have the option of
paying by debit or credit card if
need be.

- Toolkits are available for
purchase at $15.- apiece. Talk to
either Gene or myself about
getting one.

A note to the TeachersPlease
make sure all your students work
is taken care of at the end of the
session. Many more classes will
be running and if the work piles
up...it's a problem. I notice there
is still some work there from the
last session and it would be a
shame if the students didn't see
the results of their hard work!
Again please be sure the classes

cleaned, tools put away, etc., etc.
The marking of class work with a
"secret sign” particular to your
class is also a good idea as it
helps us keep the class work
separate from the studio members
work as much as possible and;
therefore, more readily
accessible. Starting the students
glazing as soon as possible
during the session also helps to
avoid a glut of work moving
through the kilns at the end of the
session too, so if that will fit into
the overall plan for your class it
would help. Thank you all for
your good work and sharing your
knowledge and expertise with the
rest of us. Education about our
practice is the key to the success
of the guild and to individual
potters in general. Your
contribution is invaluable!

M

Our membership is slowly
growing and we have a number
of new members. Please
welcome our new members -
Bernadette Pratt, Barb

Rudel, Kyle Thomson, Amy
Klinkhamer, Laura DelLuca,
Angela and Randy Decker, Ana
Mattos, Sarah Sterken, Stephanie
Bugden. If you happen to see a
new face - maybe looking a little
lost - please stop and say Hi, and
introduce yourself and welcome
them to the Guild. It can be a bit
overwhelming to new members
to not know anyone and not be
familiar with the studio.

EMBERSHIP
% &

Studio members you may have
seen a piece of paper in your
cubbies. It is a very brief survey
of how you think the new studio
is coming along, what you really
like about it, what you think
needs a bit of tweaking and how
you think the layout of the
members area, the shelves, the

clean up after themselves and that syydio in general is working and

the floor is mopped, wheels
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how you think maybe it could be
improved. We all have opinions -
please express yours. There is an
envelope on the side of the bank
of cubbies for you to drop in your
surveys. You can sign your name
or leave it anonymous.

For those of you new to the area,
a reminder - parking in the lot
behind the building is free after 6
pm every day and on

Sundays. We have about 6
parking spaces directly behind
our building which belong to the
Guild and are free at all

times. There is also on-street
parking at the meters in front of
the building. If you are in dire
need of a coffee, a new coffee
shop (with great coffee and
bagels) called Village Curiosities
has just opened on the north-east
corner of Elizabeth and Dundas
Streets -it could hardly be more
convenient. There is a Thai
restaurant across the street, a
Sushi restaurant just west of the
building on Dundas St. and of
course the Diner right beside us
for your greasy spoon breakfast
(good soup too!). For those who
wonder if there is anyone else in
the building - you can call and
find out - our new phone number
is 519-434-1664.

Any questions - please email me
— Teresa at
tainsworth@odyssey.on.ca

EVE NTS

The upcoming classes are:
Jan 17 - studio cleaning and
maintenance with Chris
Snedden and Gene Timpany.
Feb 21 Kiln Loading and
Maintenance with Gene
Timpany

March 21 - Glaze Making with
Chris Snedden

May 16 Reclaiming Clay with
Chris Snedden

These are mandatory (one per
year) for studio members and
$5.00 for non-studio members.
(pays for the notebook)

Sign up sheet and times are on
the bulletin board at the studio.
Questions? Anne Pedersen
anne.pedersen@rogers.com

Birthday Parties
- Marilyn Barbe

In our studio at 1731 Churchill
we started offering birthday
parties, some for adults some for
children. The tradition continues
at our Clay Art Center. My plan

is to run four parties to get an
idea of how they run. After that |
would like to have a meeting with
any member who is interested in
running these parties so we can
set up policies. Policies like
minimum and maximum
numbers, activities, schedule etc.
The parties are loads of fun - a
rewarding way to spend an
afternoon.

| already have a list of interested
members and will happily add to
it. Instructors are paid the same
rate as class instructors.
Photo provide by Marilyn

A NOUNCEMENTS

Clay Power!

The guild has just received a
programming grant from the
federal government to run a
project called “Clay Power: A
Clay Ambassador Program for
Seniors!”

In this project, the LPG will
connect with four community
groups that provide services to
seniors. Each group will be
invited to send two active seniors
for a pottery course in our new
centre. In this way, each
participant becomes a “clay
ambassador” for their group and
will hopefully encourage others
to learn the joys of working with
clay. We will be asking seniors in
the guild to volunteer their time
and love of clay to this project,
thus helping to fulfill our
mandate to provide services to
the greater community.

The Clay Power project will start
during the Spring session and
unfold over the year ahead.
Anyone wishing to becoming
involved should contact Cheryl
Radford, our program
administrator, Genet Hodder, or
Marilyn Barbe.

Call for Entry: Masterworks
Southwest

The Ontario Crafts Council
invites submissions for a juried
traveling exhibition of
contemporary craft. This call is
open to all makers in
southwestern Ontario residing in
postal codes that begin with N,
LOS, LOR including the urban
centers of St.Catharines, Niagara,
and Welland. If you have created
an outstanding piece of work in
any craft media (clay, metal,
fibre, glass, wood, stone, etc.)



within the last two years, we urge
you to apply. The exhibition will
travel to 5 galleries including
Tom Thomson Art Gallery
(Owen Sound), Art Gallery of
Windsor and Jonathon Bancroft-
Snell Gallery (London).
Submission forms: http://craft.
on.ca/OCC_ News/Southwest
Update#Call_ for_Entry
Application fees: $10 for OCC
members and $15 non-members
$15

Artist fees: Each participating
artist will receive a $200
honorarium following the
exhibition

Deadline: Friday, January 15 at
5pm

Contact: Mary Calarco
(Southwestern Coordinator,
Ontario Crafts Council)
mcalarco@craft. on.ca

Mary Calarco

Southwestern Regional
Coordinator

Ontario Crafts Council
519-841-6481

mcalarco@craft. on.ca
http://craft. on.ca/OCC_
News/Southwest_ Update

Call for entry: London
Community Players

In May 2010, London
Community Players is hosting
Theatre Ontario. It is a theatre
competition in which several
local theatre companies
participate and compete to go on
to the next round of competition.

Typically the participants are
given come commemorative
piece at the end of the
competition. This year Maryse
Leitch and Ann Humberstone
from LCP have come to us to
find a clay artist who can make
the commemorative pieces for
them. Maryse contacted me since
she been a friend for many years
and | met with she and Ann two
Fridays ago to gather the details.
We talked about how we can

approach it and | suggested we
can do an open ask to our
membership and those interested
in pursuing it can then be in
touch with Ann.

If you can send this out to the
membership soon to get people
thinking about the possibility and
| will post it at the studio that
would be a great opportunity for
us to partner with an important
neighbour in Old East Village.

| said | would facilitate the ask,
but not bear any responsibility to
choose an artist for them. In the
call for proposals | will indicate
the contact and process for that
and can be available to answer
guestions if need be.

Here are the details: pieces
needed for: May 19, 2010 will
require 5-6 pieces all the same
wall hanging approximate size
8.5X11, need not necessarily be
rectangular price they can pay per
piece around $80 could be a
vessel type wall hanging design
elements must include some text
to be provided by London
Community Players, happy/frown
theatre masks and perhaps some
other image of the front of the
Palace Theatre artists to provide
design concepts and examples of
their work to Ann Humberstone
by January 8, 2010 contact Ann
at 519-439-9196 for more details
and to submit interest (or Maryse
Leitch at 519-476-8850)
committee of LCP
representatives will make final
decision about the artist they
wish to contract .
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Studio cleaning
and maintenance
with Chris and
Gene
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Kiln Loading and
Maintenance with
Gene Timpany




Glaze Making with
Chris Snedden

Inlaid
Decoration with
Andrea Vuletin
10AM — 4PM
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